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WA VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Seniors and Volunteering 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Seniors and Volunteering) [12.08 pm]: I have just come 
back from the Constitutional Centre of Western Australia where I had the pleasure of presenting 37 volunteers 
with an award that recognises their outstanding contribution to the WA community. The Liberal–National 
government introduced the WA Volunteer Service Awards back in 2011 to recognise the invaluable contribution 
of those who have given more than half a century of ongoing service to an organisation. Since then, more than 
650 volunteers have received the award. 
Last year, the program was expanded to include an award for volunteers who have provided 25 to 49 years of 
service to a single organisation. I was proud to meet some of those men and women today. Their level of 
commitment and dedication is inspiring and impressive. As the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering, I am very 
happy to say that our state has a longstanding volunteering tradition. Together with Volunteering WA, my 
Department of Local Government and Communities co-sponsored research into this tradition last year. The story 
emerging from that research is one of untold generosity of time. Around 80 per cent of Western Australians 
volunteered in 2014. They generously gave 315 million hours to the community. Volunteering was the state’s 
biggest industry, contributing $39 billion to the economy. Without volunteers, many organisations would not be 
able to provide the level of service they do to support some of the most vulnerable Western Australians. 
Volunteers provide key services and support across diverse areas like sport and recreation, community services, 
emergency management, and culture and the arts Volunteering not only provides a significant economic 
contribution, but also promotes feelings of wellbeing, improves health and increases longevity. As minister, I am 
dedicated to ensuring volunteering remains well supported and to make sure that the benefits flow to 
communities. The Liberal–National government provides more than $1.3 million in funding to support 
volunteering. This includes assisting Volunteering WA to build capacity across the sector, which in turn supports 
our communities. The government funds 15 volunteer development services to foster and promote volunteering 
across WA. In the spirit of partnership, many of these centres are linked to their local governments. Many 
organisations across WA held their own celebrations to acknowledge their volunteers on Thank a Volunteer Day 
in December last year. More than $36 000 went to 42 organisations to celebrate and thank their volunteers. 
Along with funding, this government continues to reduce barriers to volunteering by working in partnership with 
WA Police to provide subsidised criminal record clearances for volunteers. These initiatives are our way of 
giving back to the volunteers who generously give their time to build welcoming communities. 
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